Epiphytes and parasites
Epiphytes play an important role in tropical rainforest diversity and productivity and take a massive part in creating unique habitats for animals that cannot be found in any other place of the world. The word epiphyte is formed from epi-, meaning upon, and phyton, meaning plant. Epiphytes grow on plants having their root structure off the ground instead of in the ground. Because their root system is in the air, they have evolved to be able to live in a harsh environment. Not only have epiphytes found a way to live high in the rainforest canopy, but also they are able to host micro-ecosystems and a variety of wildlife. This paper will review how epiphytes live in the rainforest canopy, and how they support life and diversity in the rainforest.

Epiphytes derive most of their nutrients from the atmosphere. Depending on the species, their leaves and roots have specialized cells which absorb nutrients and moisture. The roots of epiphytes will also benefit from decomposed matter. To promote rapid growth, frequent watering and fertilizing should occur. Fertilizing should be done with a foliar spray, usually at half strength and watering should take into account the native habitat of the epiphyte (is it from a cloud forest with a daily immersion of fog or from a deciduous forest with a pronounced dry season?). Some bromeliads store water in their cups so their watering should be less frequent. Bird's nest Anthuriums and Aspleniums will accumulate leaves and other debris in the center of the plant and this can cause rotting due to excess moisture. Orchids with pseudobulbs store water and will not need to be watered as often as orchids without pseudobulbs. Knowledge of the epiphytes native habitat and an attempt to duplicate those conditions will usually ensure the success of their cultivation. 
